
 Jane Agnew Barker … Story of  Her Life  
1848 - 1902

By her great-granddaughter, Marjorie Eva (Hockaday) Kinnaman

My great-granny Jane Agnew was the first-born child of eight born to her parents, David and Jane
“Jennie” (Erskine/Askin) Agnew. Jane's sisters and brothers were Mary, Samuel, Margaret, Robert E.,
Martha, John and David E. Jane was born March 17, 1848, in Middle Division, County Antrim,
Northern Ireland.  Times were difficult  in those days because of the effects of the Great Potato Famine.
Later, they moved to the Ballynarry Village Agnew farm when she and four of her siblings were young
children.   Her next three siblings were born at this farm.  She grew up in a neighborhood surrounded
by family and friends where they attended school and church together.  

This house and farm has been the home of our Agnew family for at least 5 generations, since 
the early 1800's.  Jane lived here until May of  1870 when she left to go to America.     
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This old standing stone has marked the Agnew farm property since the early 1800's.  

Above, posing by the stone, are, Anita (Kinnaman) Allison, Margie (Hockaday) and Margaret Agnew. 
Below, Nancy Snow, Martha, Anita, Margie, Willa, Bob, Eric & Michael.  [photos taken May 2013]
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Jane, her parents and siblings were Presbyterians, and  in 1864, when Jane was 16 years old, she joined
the Raloo Presbyterian Church and in October, 1867, she received her first communion. 

Raloo Presbyterian Church as it looks today.  [photos taken May 2013]
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Inside Raloo Presbyterian Church, to the far right is the Agnew family pew.



At the age of 22 she left Ballynarry, County Antrim, N. Ireland, to go to America. The reason that this
decision was made, or who made it, is unknown to me, and no family stories have been passed down to
give us a clue.  The crossing was made on the steamship “City of Brussels,” which was known as the
fastest ship of that time with the Atlantic crossing from Ireland to New York in less than 8 days!  Their
record was 7 days, 30 minutes.  According to this information we can assume that the ship left
Queenstown, Ireland, on or about May 2, 1870.  (Current flight time NY to Belfast is 7 hours 25 min.) 

           

Jane traveled with Robert Robinson, and traveling along with them was a young man by the name of
David Allen. They traveled from New York to Burlington, Iowa, by train. In the 1870 US Census,
Washington Twp., Van Buren County, Iowa, dated the 23rd June, Jane Agnew was listed in Robert
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 The steamship “City of Brussells” arrived in New York, New York, USA, on May 9, 1870.



Robinson's household as a domestic servant; David Allen, as a hired hand.  Although Robert had been
born in Ireland and had relatives in the same neighborhood where Jane grew up, he had come to
America years before and settled in Van Buren County, Iowa, where he had a family, home and farm. 
                                                                                                                                                                    
Robert Robinson had paid Jane's passage/travel by ship and train evidently with the agreement that she
would work as a domestic servant in his household until the cost of the passage was paid.  It took 3
years, but she did it.

Robert's stepson, James C. Barker, was an unmarried farmer who was still living at home at the time of
Jane's arrival.  During the course of the 3 years, he and Jane fell in love, and they married at the end of
what appeared to be a 3-year agreement.  Whether or not marriage was a part of that agreement,  and as
to whether or not Jane had a say-so in any of the decisions made, we will never know. Perhaps Robert
was playing “matchmaker” to find an Irish wife for his step-son, James, and a husband for Jane.  She
was 22 years old when she arrived in the US, and in those days young women were considered
“spinsters” if they were not married by that age.  The most reasonable assumption is that since Robert
and Elizabeth were getting up in years, they needed a lot more help around the house and farm.

The purpose of Robert's trip to Ballynarry, County Antrim, Northern Ireland, was to receive an
inheritance from his deceased brother, David Robinson, who had lived in the same neighborhood as our
Agnew family.  It was written in David's will that his brother, Robert, who lived in Iowa, America, was
to come in person to receive his inheritance, which he did.  Therefore, he had more than enough money
for his fare back to Iowa, as well as, Jane Agnew and David Allen's.
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 Jane (Agnew) Barker, 1890'sJames C. Barker & Jane Agnew's 
marriage, 7 May 1873, Washington Twp.,
Van Buren County, Iowa, USA



Back L-R: Elizabeth “Lizzie” & Robert  Front L-R: Grace, Joseph, John and Mary “Mollie” 1887
[The above photo was taken before the birth of their seventh child, Arthur.]

    
James & Jane (Agnew) Barker and family - about 1897

Back L-R: John, Joe, Robert
Middle L-R:  Elizabeth “Lizzie”, Grace, Arthur, Mary “Mollie”

Front L-R: Jane and James
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A much later view of James and Jane Barker's home near
Mt. Zion, Van Buren County, Iowa

James and Jane (Agnew) Barker's farm & home, near Mt. Zion, Van Buren County, Iowa, 



Photos taken in 2005 when cousin Ron Snow and  family, my granddaughter, Caitlin, and  I visited. 

   Stained glass window at church               
                                                                                             

Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church
Keosauqua near Mt. Zion, Van Buren County, Iowa, USA
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Jane (Agnew) Barker's Obituary
1848-1902

“The funeral of Mrs. James Barker who died Friday at 2 p.m., Oct. 10, 1902, was held at Miller's Chapel Sunday
at 11 a.m., the services being in charge of Rev. McElhiney of the Presbyterian Church.  Mrs. Barker had been 
sick about three months.  Her illness took a serious turn Sunday evening and from that time on in spite of all that 
could be done she sank rapidly until the end came.  In this connection Mr. Barker and children wish to express 
their thanks to their many friends and neighbors for  their help and kind sympathy during the sickness of wife 
and mother.  Jane Agnew was born in County Antrim, Ireland, March 17, 1848, and died at her home near Mt. 
Zion, Iowa, Oct. 10, 1902.  In 1870 she came to America, and on May 7, 1873, she was united in marriage with 
James C. Barker, who survives her.  To them seven children were born, all of whom are living.  She united with 
the Presbyterian Church of Raloo, Ireland, when 16 years old.  She ever maintained love for the church of her 
choice, and was always found in her Sunday School and church whenever weather and health would permit.

Leaf by leaf the roses fall,
Drop by drop the spring runs dry.

One by one we're gathered by the wayside,
All must bow to the inexorable will of God.

One face we will see no more, one more place vacant in the church here on earth, still we cannot say she is dead;
only transplanted from this world of sorrow to her bright home in heaven.  She has laid aside earth's crosses and
is dwelling with the angels now, but we can look up to our future, glorious home, already occupied by mother,
and rejoice that decay and blight never fall upon the christian's home in heaven.”

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

I have written this story to preserve the memory of
my great-grandmother, Jane (Agnew) Barker.
Although she died many years before I was born, I
feel such a kindred spirit to her.  In 2013, I stepped
inside the same house, walked the same farm fields,
and attended the same church as she had done many
years before.  Her legacy lives on through us, the
many descendants that she left behind, and my hope
is that her life story and memories will be passed
down through the generations ... never to be
forgotten. 

 By Marjorie “Margie” (Hockaday) Kinnaman
[edited 5/22/2021]
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